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SUBJECT: AQUINO-MARCOS MEETING 

1. SUMMARY. THIS MESSAGE REPORTS SENATOR SALONGA'S ACCOUNT 
OE PRESIDENT MARCOS' 2 1/2 HOUR MEETING WITH SENATOR AQUINO 
TUESDAY, JUNE 21. IT WAS THEIR FIRST MEETING SINCE AQUINO 
IMPRISONED IN 1972. SALONGA CHARACTERIZED AQUINO AS "EUPHORIC" 

ALTER MEETING, ALTHOUGH SUBSEQUENTLY THE FORMER SENATOR WAS 
MORE SUBDUED ABOUT EVENTUAL RESULTS OE MEETING. END SUMMARY 

2. ON JUNE 27 AQUINO'S PRINCIPAL ATTORNEY, SENATOR SALONGA, 

INVITED EMBOEE TO LUNCH TO DISCUSS AQUINO CASE. HE HAD SOUGHT 
EARLIER MEETING, BUT EMBOEF AWAY EROM MANILA ON EIELD TRIP. 
SALONGA SAID AQUINO AND MARCOS MET EOR 2 1/2 HOURS TUESDAY, 

JUNE 21. ATMOSPHERE OE MEETING EXTREMELY CORDIAL. MARCOS AND 
AQUINO, WHO ARE MEMBERS OE SAME UP ERATERNITY, ADDRESSED 
EACH OTHER AS "BROD." 

3. SALONGA SAID MEETING BEGAN WITH MARCOS QUERING AQUINO 
ON HIS "MAXIMUM AND MIMIMUM" EXPECTATIONS. AQUINO 
DECLINED TO SPECULATE ALONG THESE LINES. MARCOS THEN ASKED 
SUDDENLY "WHAT WOULD YOU DO IE I RELEASED YOU TOMORROW?" 

LATER IN AETERNOON AQUINO CONFESSED TO SALONGA THAT HE WAS 
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SOMEWHAT TAKEN ABACK BY QUESTION. HIS RESPONSE WAS THAT 
SINCE HE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO READ PAPERS EOR AT LEAST EIVE 
YEARS, HE WOULD CHECK WITH HIS FRIENDS AS TO MARCOS' 

PEREORMANCE AND THEN WOULD SPEAK OUT ACCORDINGLY. ON 
AQUINO'S STATING HE COULD NOT READ PAPERS, MARCOS CHARACTER- 
ISTICALLY AND EXPANSIVELY ORDERED THAT HE BE ALLOWED ACCESS 
TO PRESS AT ONCE SINCE HE WAS PERMITTED TO VIEW TELEVISION. 
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MARCOS ASKED AQUINO WHETHER IF POSITIONS HAD BEEN REVERSED 
HE WOULD NOT HAVE DONE EXACTLY THE SAME THING TO HIM, I.E. 
CONEINE HIM. EORMER SENATOR REPLIED HE WOULD HAVE PROBABLY 
CONEINED MARCOS EOR A FEW MONTHS, BUT THAT HE WOULD NOT 
REPEAT NOT HAVE DISSOLVED CONGRESS OR TERMINATED FREEDOM 
OE PRESS. MARCOS THEN ASKED AQUINO ABOUT MILITARY TRIBUNALS. 
AQUINO REPLIED THAT HIS BEING TRIED BY MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
WAS SIMILAR TO BEING TRIED BY COUR MARTIAL COMPOSED OE 
"IMPERIAL DRAGONS" EOR CRITICISM OE KKK IMPERIAL WIZARD. 

MARCOS APPARENTLY TOOK JOKE WELL, BUT SAID, "YOU SHOULDN'T 
MAKE JOKES LIKE THAT." 

4. THEY THEN DISCUSSED SUBSTANTIVE MERITS OE CHARGES 
AGAINST FORMER SENATOR. MARCOS ASKED WHETHER IT WAS NOT 
TRUE AQUINO POSSESSED ILLEGAL EIRE ARMS. AQUINO 
COUNTERED MARCOS TOO HAD ILLEGAL WEAPONS DURING CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST MACAPAGAL. WHEN MARCOS ASKED WHETHER AQUINO HAD NOT 
MADE ARMS A VAIL ABIE TO COMMUNISTS, AQUINO SAID EVERY- 
ONE KNEW HE WAS NO COMMUNIST AND ADVERTED TO COMMANDER 
DANTE'S STATEMENT THAT HE HAD NEVER RECEIVED ARMS EROM 
"THAT LANDLORD " (AQUINO). AQUINO DID NOT DENY THAT HE HAD 
HELPED WOUNDED COMMUNISTS BUT SAID HE WOULD DO THE SAME 
THING EOR ANY FILIPINO IN TROUBLE. ACCORDING 

SALONGA, MARCOS SEEMED IMPRESSED BY THIS STATEMENT. 

5. AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING MARCOS SAID THAT HE UNDER- 
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STOOD PEOPLE WHO REMAINED IN PRISON FOR LENGTHY TIME 
GOT TO KNOW THEMSELVES BETTER, LEARNED MANY NEW THINGS, 

ETC. AQUINO REPLIED HE WAS WILLING TO TRADE PLACES ANY 
TIME MARCOS DESIRED THE PRISON EXPERIENCE. 

6. SALONGA SAID SECRETARY OE NATIONAL DEFENSE ENRILE AND 
SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA PARICIPATED IN MEETING. 

AQUINO WAS ASKED IF HE WISHED TO HAVE ANYBODY WITH HIM 
OR DESIRED TO SEE MARCOS ALONE. HE REPLIED NO ON BOTH 
COUNTS. ENRILE WAS DESIGNATED CHANNEL OE COMMUNICATION 
WITH MARCOS ON EURUTRE DISCUSSIONS, ALTHOUGH SUBSEQUENT 
MEETINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT HELD TO BE REAL POSSIBILITY. 

MARCOS INSTRUCTED MENDOZA TO BE IN TOUCH WITH AQUINO'S 
LAWYERS ABOUT MEANS OF HANDLING HIS CASE. THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OF REMOVING CASE EROM MILITARY 
TO CIVIL COURT AS EIRST STEP TOWARD MUTUALLY FACE-SAVING 
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COMPROMISE. AT ONE POINT, MARCOS ASKED AQUINO WHETHER 
HE WOULD BE WILLING TO WRITE HIM A LETTER REQUESTING 
PARDON EOR HIS OFEENSES. AQUINO SAID HE WOULD NEVER WRITE 
SUCH A LETTER. 

7. IN DISCUSSING MEETING WITH EMBOEE, SALONGA CHARACTER- 
IZED AQUINO AS "EUPHORIC" ALTER MEETING. ANOTHER OE 
AQUINO'S LAWYERS, JOKER ARROYO, WHO WAS PRESENT IN PRE- 
LUNCHONE DISCUSSION, SAID LATER AQUINO WAS NO CONSIDERABLY 
DEPRESSED, ESPECIALLY SINCE SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA HAS 
LEFT THE COUNTRY FOR AT LEAST TEN DAYS. ARROYO STATED ELATLY 
THAT AQUINO WILL NOT BE RELEASED AND THAT MARCOS IS SIMPLY 
PLAYING CAT AND MOUSE GAME WITH HIM PRIMARILY IN RESPONSE 
TO EXTERNAL PRESSURE. SALONGA SAID ARROYO TOO PESSIMISTIC. 

8. EMBOFE ASKED SALONGA WHETHER AQUINO MENTIONED POS- 
SIBILITY OP GOING ABROAD. SALONGA STATED AQUINO HAD NOT 
REPEAT NOT MENTIONED THIS COURSE OP ACTION SINCE HE 
RELIEVED SUGGESTION EOR EXILE SHOULD COME FROM MARCOS NOT 
HIMSELF. SALONGA SAID HE THINKS AQUINO WOULD DO HIMSELF 
AND HIS SUPPORTERS A GRAVE DISSERVICE SHOULD HE ELECT 
VOLUNTARY EXILE. SALONGA DID NOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY 

OP AQUINO GOING ABROAD, BUT SAID HE FELT IT SHOULD BE 
CLEARLY AT INSTANCE OP MARCOS. EMBOFE REITERATED VIEW 
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HE HSA SEXPRESSED PREVIOUSLY TO AQUINO'S FAMILY THAT 
FORMER SENATOR'S PRIMARY DUTY IS TO HIS PAMILY AND THAT 
IP EXILE IS LIVE OPTION, HE SHOULD NOT BE TOO FINICKY 
ABOUT MANNER IN WHICH HE GOES OR IS SENT ABROAD. 
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9. SALONGA SAID NEXT HEARING IN AQUINO CASE SET EOR 
SEPTEMBER 29. AQUINO'S MILITARY LAWYER WILL ASK EOR 
ANOTHER DELAY TO PERMIT AQUINO'S CIVILIAN ATTORNEYS TO 
STUDY CASE MORE FULLY WITH VIEW TOWARD RECOMMENDING TRANS- 
EER OF CASE TO CIVIL COURT. SALONGA SAID THIS IS SMOKE 

SCREEN EOR BEHIND THE SCENES NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID ONE 
EACE-SAVING OPTION MIGHT BE VOLUNTARY AMNESTY BY MARCOS OR, 
A EIRST STEP TOWARD SOLUTION, HOUSE ARREST. 

10. COMMENT: THIS WAS EIRST MEETING BETWEEN 

MARCOS AND AQUINO SINCE AQUINO'S IMPRISONMENT IN SEPTEMBER 
1972. INDEED, AQUINO AND MARCOS HAD HAD NO REAL MEETINGS 
IN THREE YEARS PRIOR TO MARTIAL LAW. THUS, JUNE 21 
MEETING SOMEWHAT OE A BREAKTHROUGH. EINAL RESULTS OE 
THIS SESSION (IE ANY) REMAIN TO BE SEEN. EACT THAT MARCOS 
AND AQUINO TALKED AMICABLY EOR ALMOST THREE HOURS SUGGESTS 
"PLEA BARGAINING," WHICH WE HAVE ALWAYS EELT ESSENTIAL 
TO RESOLUTION OE CASE, MAY HAVE BEGUN. MEETING HAS 
CREATED CERTAIN EXPECTATIONS ON AQUINO'S PART, BUT ALSO 
ON PART OP OUTSIDE OBSERVERS, INCLUDING OURSELVES, OP 
WHICH MARCOS HARDLY UNAWARE. WE ARE ENCOURAGED THAT MEET- 
ING TOOK PLACE. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO MONITOR CASE CLOSELY. 

STULL 
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